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Cultivate the vine entrusted to you.  

Angela Merici      

We applaud the 15 schools that sent in nominations for 

the  UES Student Service Recognition Program and the 

students listed on page two, for their outstanding ef-

forts to make the world a better place.  The spirit of  

service is alive and well in all the Ursuline Schools.  

These students are models of  our core value of  service!  

They received certificates of  merit in January from 

Ursuline Educational Services.  Look for the UES Ser-

vice booklet on our website: 

 www.ursuline-education.com  

It will also be sent as an email attachment in the Spring.  

The booklet will share more details and information 

about these honored students and their projects. 

UES Recognizes Fifty Students from Fifteen Ursuline Schools 

In this photo:  Alyssa Bovell, from Beaumont School in Cleveland Heights, Ohio. 



 

Beaumont School 

Cleveland Heights, Ohio 

Alyssa Bovell  Worked as a camper mentor, assisting with lessons, art and sports activities in the Arrupe 
   Summer Program for underprivileged children. 

Colleen Hawkins  Served as a pharmaceutical assistant during a mission trip to Nueva Parsaiso, Honduras. 

The College of New Rochelle 

New Rochelle, New York 

Norma David  Assisted midwives during a mission trip to San Lucas, Guatemala, as well as preparing land 
  for the foundation of a building. 

Rashmi George  Raises awareness at meetings and via email correspondence with information about service 
  projects in the works. 

Sherly Mathew  Assisted in the reforestation project during a mission trip to San Lucas, Guatemala. 

Princy Philip  Participated in a mission trip to San Lucas, Guatemala, working with the midwives as well 
  as the reforestation project. 

Sacred Heart Academy 

Louisville, Kentucky 

Catherine Clare  Helped to build a house for a mother and her three girls during a mission trip to Belize. 

Julia Neidhardt  Babysat children while their single mother took classes in English. 

Colleen Niehoff  Organized a week-long acting camp for the children at the Community Catholic Center. 

Loah Stevens  Participated in a mission trip to Managua, Nicaragua an collected books for the schools in 
  the Nicaraguan area. 
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2008-2009 Student Service Recognition Program 

Academy of Mount St. Ursula 

Bronx, New York 

Shannon Melero  Volunteers at the Gate International Church, teaching 4-13 year olds. 

Serviam Leaders  Worked with a local soup kitchen to education and involve student body in addressing the 
  hunger situation in the area.  

Keonna Campbell  Organized a collection of toys for the children of Concourse House. 

Julissa Contreras  Organized a collection of toys for the children of Concourse House. 
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2007-2008 Student Service Recognition Program 

St. Ursula Academy 

Cincinnati, Ohio 

Katie Liming  Volunteered at a homeless shelter for women and their children, providing a meal for the 

   residents as well as babysitting when needed. 

Stephanie Miller  Participated in several large scale all school, charitable donation drives each year and was an 

   integral part of the success in the òPersonal Care Driveó.  

Tara Porter  Led a group of peers tutoring underprivileged students in a public school as well as prepare 

   a served meals at Ronald McDonald House once a month. 

Megan Rogg  Serves as a leader for a group of tutors, including organizing car pools, led orientation and 

   planned activities. 

St. Ursula Academy 

Toledo, Ohio 

Deanna Buenger  As a Toledo Zoo volunteer, she provides educational activities for children regarding the 

   habitat for animals.  

Nikeya Dickson  Works in the Martin Luther King Center kitchen, preparing, serving and cleaning up from 

   meals provide to the less fortunate. 

Brittany Heckman  Participated in a mission trip to Costa Rica. 

Alisha Mitter  Volunteers at Hospice of Northwest Ohio, doing anything from working puzzles with chil

   dren, to listening to music with patients, to stocking linens. 
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St. Louis Elementary School 

Owensville, Ohio 

Cristina Egred  Helped a classmate who was having trouble in school, academically and socially. 

St. Ursula Villa 

Cincinnati, Ohio 

Alex Smithers  Volunteers at a summer camp for kids with special physical or developmental needs, and 

   helps with activities. 

Gretchen Thomas  Organized a fund raiser to support a school in Uganda. 
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2007-2008 Student Service Recognition Program 

Ursuline Academy 

Cincinnati, Ohio 

Annie Hauser  Volunteered at the summer program for Hispanic children to provide preparation for the 

   academic school year in an English speaking environment. 

Julia Tasset  Worked with children from low income families where English is a second language, giving 

   them the preparation necessary to succeed in a regular school. 

Ursuline Academy 

Dallas, Texas 

Alexa Juarez  Participated in a mission trip to Trujillo, Honduras, working to repair churches in the area. 

Hannah Juarez  Traveled to Huacona La Merced, Ecuador with a group that builds schools in third world 

   countries. 

Eva Laskowski  Spent two weeks in Trujillo, Honduras where the group painted and built a wall around the 

   local church an renovated a second church in the area. 

Blair McDonald  Served as a one-on-one buddy with a mentally challenged child, assisting in various activities 

   like dance, arts and singing. 

Ursuline Academy 

Dedham, Massachusetts 

Laura Hartigan  Tutored elementary school children whose parents were recent immigrants. 

Maddi Heanue  Assisted recently-arrived immigrant school children with homework as well as reinforced 

   concepts learned in school. 

Katherine Walker  Prepared and served meals to homeless in several local soup kitchens. 

The Ursuline School 

New Rochelle, New York 

Rachel Pascocello  Created and published a website where local teens can locate volunteer opportunities. 

Sarah Pizer  Volunteers as a piano teacher for underprivileged children in her area, as well as volunteer

   ing with an art therapist dealing with a group of special needs children.  
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2007-2008 Student Service Recognition Program 

Ursuline Academy 

St. Louis, Missouri 

Marissa Buechel  Volunteered at Camp Independence, a camp for children with cerebral palsy where they 

   learn to participate in sports activities.  

Jacqueline Grewe  Exemplifies the Ursuline motto, òI will serveó by exhibiting a positive attitude toward 

   learning and helping others in a variety of school service organizations. 

Colleen Kinsella, Kate Rice, Kasey Shelly, and Stephanie Shelly 

   Participated in a mission trip to Antigua and Panajachel, Guatemala where they distributed 

   food and sewing machines to the Mayan families. 

Colleen Mulligan  Raises awareness and promotes the Peace and Justice committee and the environmental 

   club, both efforts focusing on helping those in poverty through education. 

Ursuline Academy 

Wilmington, Delaware 

Sarah Dodge  Assisted  in creating blankets for the Mary Mother of Hope House and volunteered in a 

   Day Camp, helping 5-13 year olds with arts and crafts.  

Claire OõNeill  Helped organize the Autism Society of Delawareõs annual walk and served as a partner 

   athlete with Special Olympics. 

Alison Wade  Volunteered at the summer camp designed for children wit asthma; playing games and 

   organizing activities that educated as well as helped them manage their asthma. 

Ursuline High School 

Santa Rosa, California 

Sarah Bertero  Provided medical care in Delhi, India to people in poverty, in conjunction with òDoctorõs 

   Goodwill Foundationó.  

Amelia Lincoln and Allison Zegarra 

   Traveled to Lima, Peru and established a two week childrenõs camp through the Un Vasa 

   de Leche government milk distribution program as well as distributed food, books and 

   shoes to the participants. 
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Coming Eventsé 

 

December was filled with Ursuline Educational Events for me, beginning with 

the Educational Conference in New Orleans and ending with the privilege of 

reading the many Ursuline Student Service Recognition Applications that were 

submitted.  It is very clear from both experiences that Ursuline Students and Edu-

cators are all about SERVIAM: I WILL SERVE!   

In New Orleans we witnessed the òGrit and Graceó of the Ursuline Sisters, Fac-

ulty, Administration and Staff as they shared with us their experience of Katrina 

and the aftermath of clean-up and renovation.  We experienced their gracious, 

southern hospitality and spirit of fun with a visit from St. Nick and other famous persons influential in 

their history.  We were touched by their devotion to Our Lady of Prompt Succor and the many ways Mary 

intervenes in their lives.  We delighted in the taste of New Orleansõ cuisine and the sound of Jazz music.  

And all this service to the Ursuline Educators in attendance was done with a smile!  THANK YOU!   

And THANK YOU! to the Faculty members from many Ursuline Schools who sent Service Recognition 

Applications.  In this issue you will meet the various students and catch a glimpse of their projects, but will 

have a more complete picture in the Spring when the Ursuline Student Service Recognition booklet is pub-

lished. 

Sr. Patriciaõs Perspective 

2009 UES Student Leadership Conference 

The UES Student Leadership Conference will be held June 26-30, 2009 

at Brescia University in Owensboro, Kentucky.  Registration details 

will be emailed to Ursuline secondary school Administrators in the 

coming weeks. 

2009 UES Administratorsõ Dialogue 

The UES Administratorsõ Dialogue will be held October 16-18, 2009 at Trois-Rivieres in Canada.  This 

event will be co-hosted by the Ursuline schools of Trois-Rivieres, College of Marie de LõIncarnation and 

College Lafleche.  These Ursuline schools together include students ages four through adult. 

Registration details will be emailed to Ursuline school Administrators in the coming weeks. 



 Lines From Sr. Lois 

Dear Co-Workers and Friends of Ursuline Education, 

We celebrate the feast of St. Angela Merici in the midst of winter, even as we experi-
ence her as a woman for all seasons. She was, and is, ever present in our lives and our 
ministries. Our Ursuline schools proudly display statues, photos, prints, and banners 
of St. Angela throughout our entrances, halls, on campus, and in classrooms. 

In the past ten years, new images, portraits, a linoleum print, and statues of Angela 
Merici have emerged. We are enriched by the artistic creations, beautiful prayer ser-
vices focused on St. Angela, new books and scholarly research. We use them with 
gratitude, with appropriate credits and permissions, in a spirit of justice and apprecia-

tion. 

We celebrate our UES Student Service Recognition Program this month. Sister Patricia Homanõs coordina-
tion of this includes the publication of the student names in this issue of Laurel Links. We are proud of 
them, their schools, and the core value of service which they model for all. We know these represent many 
others in our schools who live out St. Angelaõs spirit of service every day of their lives. 

In this issue we also celebrate our 2008 Ursuline Education Conference. The pictures give you a sense of 
the energy of the experience. Another article gives you a sense of the scope and outstanding quality of the 
event, held in New Orleans December 4-6th. Ursuline Academy of New Orleans, we salute you and we 
thank you for your outstanding hospitality! 

United in St. Angelaõs hope, 

 

Lois Castillon, OSU 

Director of UES 
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Happy Anniversary From UES 

During the 2008-2009 years, we honor these groups and schools with anniversaries. 

St. Maryõs Catholic Elementary School in Moscow, Idaho, celebrating its 100th. 

Ursuline Academy of St. Louis, Missouri on its 160th. 

The Brown County, Ohio, Ursulines who celebrate the 200th birthday of their foundress, Julia Chatfield 

If there are other anniversaries to note, please let Sr. Lois know and she will include them in the spring 

Laurel Links.   

lcastillon@ursulinestl.org  
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The UES Ursuline educational biennial conference took place in New Orleans, Louisiana, Dec. 4-6, 2008.  

What better place than Ursuline Academy of New Orleans to host the event for 130 delegates representing 

four countries, eleven states, and twenty-five schools and colleges where Ursuline education takes place.  In 

1727 thirteen Ursuline Sisters sailed from France, bound for New Orleans, and Ursulines have continued 

this educational mission ever since, in the spirit of St. Angela Merici. 

Brother John Casey, CFC, keynoted our theme of the conference as he reflected on the hallmark of service 

in our schools, the legacy-gift each of us is in our schools, and the loyalty to our heritage we are called to 

express as we daily minister to our co-workers, students, and families. 

Sister Carolyn Marie Brockland, OSU, and Gretchen Kane gave conference delegates a powerful session 

entitled òGrit and Graceó and shared about traditions and challenges of Ursuline heritage over the years of 

Ursuline education in New Orleans, including Katrina and its aftermath of rebuilding. 

The Educatorsõ Fair opened up sessions to attend for the participants.  Topics ranged from Ursuline Identity 

to Counseling Curriculum to Using Hands-On Learning and Technology to Teach Science to  Creative Kindergarten Class-

room.  Student performances, a school tour, and delicious New Orleans meals added to the delight of the 

conference.  The conference closing session challenged us to create images of the World of the 2020 

learner, keeping in mind the changing contexts we live in - the Church, U.S. society, the educational arena, 

and the world. 

Sister Lois and Sister Patricia, Co-Directors of UES, applaud our host core committee members and their 

many sub-committees at Ursuline Academy of New Orleans.  The core committee, chaired by President 

Gretchen Kane, included Kathie Blash, Cara D'Antoni, John Gabriel, Mary Lee Harris, Jessica Huston, 

Karen Mortillaro and Kim Shankle. These on-site committees deserve our appreciation  and cheers equal 

to any Mardi Gras parade! 

Leadership-Legacy-Loyalty in Ursuline Education 


